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population. Absolute slavery, however, disappeared in less
than a century after the Conquest, and the servi became cus-
toinaiy holders of small plots, like the cotters elsewhere
but on more onerous conditions.82

In the eastern and east-central counties, on the other
hand, the socmen and liberi homines, who do not form more
than 4 per cent, of the whole population, and in the south
and the greater part of the midlands are entirely absent, rise
to as much as 27, 28, 32, 40 and 45 per cent, of the whole.83
As surely as the slaves in the west are connected with the
Britons, so surely are the socmen and freemen of the east
connected with the Danish settlements. And there can be
little doubt that the names socman (i.e. one subject to the $oc,
or jurisdiction, of a lord) and. freeman (i.e. one free from what
were regarded as servile conditions of tenure, whatever these
may have been), had very much the same meaning.

The fact that Domesday records in Suffolk 35 per cent,
of the population as freemen and only 5 per cent, as socmen,
in Norfolk 16 per cent, of each, in Lincoln 45 per cent, as
socmen and no freemen at all, can only be explained by the
supposition that the "barones regis" who drew up the
survey often described as socmen, in one shire, persons whom
their fellows in the neighbouring shire called freemen. It
may be gathered from the scanty evidence of Domesday,
compared with that furnished in the Liber Niger of Peter-
borough for the manors of that monastery, that the word
socmen covered two widely differing classes; namely, men
holding very considerable portions of manors with villeins
dependent upon them, and men holding only virgates or
portions of virgates and forming part of the labouring village
community. The former, however, were but few in num-
ber. They may be regarded as landowners who, until
the Norman Conquest, had not been considered as tenants at